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Besides the question of the increased supply of the raw
material, the International Federation has dealt with the
building up of the organization of Masters' Associations
in other countries on the pattern of the English Federa-
tion; it has endeavoured to bring about closer relations
between the cotton planters and the users; it acts as an
international intelligence office in all cotton questions;
and at its conferences such questions as the handling
of cotton, net cotton contracts, mill fire insurance,
international boards of arbitration for the settlement of
trade disputes, moisture in cotton, etc., have been dis-
cussed. The International Federation has also taken a
very special interest in the possibilities of the extension
of cotton cultivation in India, and the reports of the
Secretary's visits to India indicate the manner in which
that aim can be achieved.
The International Federation also supplied a long-felt
want by collecting and publishing statistics of the half-
yearly mill stocks of cotton and the yearly consumption
of cotton throughout the world. Prior to the establish-
ment of the International Federation such statistics as
existed on these points were largely guesswork; but since
1906 the individual mills have made periodical returns
to the Federation offices at Manchester, and the statistics
thus compiled are recognized all the world over as reliable.
The annual congresses of the Federation give members
an excellent opportunity of exchanging opinions both
publicly and privately on other trade matters, and thus
friendly relations amongst the nations are also fostered.
Congresses have been held in the following cities: Zurich
(1904), Manchester (1905), Bremen (1906), Vienna (1907),
Paris (1908), Milan (1909), Brussels (1910), Barcelona
(19x1), Scheveningen (1913), Zurich (1920), Stockholm
(1922), Austria (1925), Cairo (1927), Barcelona (1929),
Paris (1931), and Prague (1933). Under the auspices of
the International Federation, deputations of more than
100 cotton spinners visited the American Cotton Belt in
1907, the Egyptian cotton-fields in 1912, also India,